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But the Had of the Church does not confine himfglf« - | 
exactly to one and the fame Method in appointing Men 
unto this Office. Some of the firſt Preachers of the Gel 
| were put into the Miniſtry by Chriſt immediately,— while 
he lived upon Earth, or ſoon after his Aſcenſion to the 
Father. Agreeably Paul told the Galatians, that he was an 
Apoſtle, not of Men, nor BY Man; but ty Jeſus Chriſt, and. 
Cd the Father, who rajſed him from the Dead. Others are 
| ſeparated to the Work of the Miniſtry by Chriſt, in a more 
mediate Way. Archippus received his Miniſtry more me- 
diately. So have all other. regular Miniſters of Chriſt 
received theirs ever fince. And thus we ſuppoſe they will 
continue to receive their Authority to the End of the World. 
Theſe are raifed up, qualified for their Office, called to, and 
inſtated in it, by the Providence and Grace of Chriſt : And 
fo as truly receive their Miniſtry from Chriſt, as any of te 
Apoſtles did. But then the Manner in which theſe receive | 
their Office from Chriſt differs from that, in which ſome of 1 | 
he firſt Preachers of the Goſpel received theirs, as theſe are 


commiſſion-d by the Inſtrumentality of others. 
Whatever the particular Reaſons might be, which induced 
Paul to ſend this Admonition to Archippus, it is certain 
chat. the Words faxniſh us with a Caution, which claims || 
Reſpect from all the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt.  -And I hope 
it will not be judged improper, if I now take Occaſion to 
diſcourſe from them, 2 4 the Deſign of the 
Goſpel, and the Miniſtry—Giving ſome general Directions 
about. fulfilling. this Miniſtry, and e N 
Obligations, which a Miniſter is under, to fulfil the Off e > 
.heihas taken ypon him. YO TIES to: Ol 
The End of the Goſpel is the Manifeſtation of divine 
Perfections with Glory, in bringing ſinful and miſerable 
Men to the Favor of God, to Holineſs and eternal Life an 
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THappinels in the World to come. It is a very great ant 


glorious Deſign A Deſign ſuitable for Him to form and 
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a neſs, anſwered in them. 9 21 915 | 
Aſter all; God, in his deine Wiclom, bas been pleaſed 
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er the unfearchable Riches'of his Wiſdotn, Lorean Grabs Grace,! 
condeſcended to enter into-it; And in order to | 
it, he has appointed his dearly beloved Son to be a Mediator 
between God and Men: Who is 4 Savior, in all Relpeas,: * 
equal to the Buſineſs of ca on ſo glorious a 

I and by Chriſt is Proviſion made for ſupplying all the 
Wants oF Men! in our Circumſtances Every 'fuitat = Stk 

taken, and every gracious: Benefit, and Aſſiſtance j 
ſo that we may.pro 


fion made in Chriſt is in nothing deficient. Inſomuch that 
all who receive him may have the Ends of God's Glory 
and their Reſtoration t6 4 0 Holineſs and 1 


5 > Lei 


to make che Interpoſition of Men to be of — 
communicating the Benefits of Chnſt's Mediation untb 
And here takes Place the Inſtitution of the Goſpel Mi 
An Order of Men is 


to e to their Fellow. Men ; to teach ne 
the W through Chriſt, and- perſwade them t ae 
cept — fig Grace ents Favor, on Goſpel Terms, to tied 
eternal We [Theſe are Ambaſſacief for Chrifty 


who; adlvriing to K InftruQions, and by 


are to be inſtrumental of conveying the Benefits of his Mes 
diation to a ſinful and miſerable World. And ſince this is 


their Employment, the Deſign therefore of their Miniſtry 
254 erſoctly comcides with the Deſign of the Geſpel. It is yot 
to aſſert that Cod could not have choſen. another Me 
thod, ba: er might have as effectually conveyed'the Ber 
- Chriſt to len as. bythe Miniſtry of Men: But 


WN there: was great Propriety in chuſing this c 


be the Rated ind ordinary. Method of diſpenſing his Graces 
> Reaſon why this —— 
man to ſome higher - Beings, (ſuppoſe Angels) is giveny 
the Apoſtle fays, ie hows this Treafure in earthen eli, 


unn. may be, W 


ceed through. him in the Way to 5 
Life; if we feceive him with all our Hearts. The Provi- 


iinted: and-cominiflioned — | 
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to be, vf Cod, and not of Not of the Agents e 
4 — if this. Miniſtry [ Jad 8 to 


Support, and 
And then human 
55 Bardo us. But the ie of Ange 


mb hot be ſpoken * 1 am more. . 3 4 
However, God, for wiſe Reaſons, bed chin Men to diſs 
pon is Grace prp wide, in Chriſt to their Fellow-Creatures, 
And their Miniſtr ea gather with the Inf, 
ences of the Spin; appoint company 8 f 
ſuited, and is ſufficient for the great "Benefic of tl 50 
Men's + they.. will 8 refuſe to mary the 
Grace of God. | 1 
nd when n commiſſioned, Ae ed and al ſte 
by: Chriſt, exerts himſelf in every ſuitable Way to -promot 
the great Ends of the Goſpel among Men, more elpeci 
amd the People, who are particularly committed to his 
then be fulfils the Miniftry, ' which he. ae 11 
the Lond : And this, whether his Labors be followed 
arkable Sueteſs, or not. A Man may be: very faithful | 
a this Work, and yet the good Eifer of it tall PEI 
abundant, 9 
t If a Man would fulki the Miniſtry, he nuſt 5 | 
of: it, which is the-ſame-with the End, of the Goſpe 
his Heart. He muſt be fully-intent upon accompl 
great Deſign, for which, in the Wee Chriſt, he wat 
put into Office. God's Intent, id Fg ee :Goſpel,. and iy 
appointing Men to this Office, ho ae earty Aim allo, 
He muſt endeavour to have his Heart vt af | 
a-Senſe of the Ignorance, and Sin, Nr Men are involve 
in while unbenefited-by the Goſpel :- Of the heavy Weath 
of God they are expoſed to, and" the awful P_I\rcumitance 
ahey will Gull into, if they. leave this World retaining a. ink 
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Ke Importance, and Defirableneſs of thoſe Bkfings; of which 
Chriſt graciouſly propoſes to make Men Partakers— Ih 


Value of thoſe Things which are held forth in the © 


great and precious Promiſes And of what unfß 
Conſequence it is, that Men ſhould ſhare in them. 


upon, there ſhould be an earneſt Deſire that Men may'elcapp = 


, 
may be Partakers of that Pardon, Sanctification, and eve 


than this of Paul : It is that 92 r Lore 
Chriſt, who in Words, and Actions, ex 
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Chriſt lived a Life 


e Croſs,” and he wb ip 


tho 
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Such & Sort of Temper. is neceſſury to-the faithful Disch as 
of our paſtoral Duty. This muſt invigorate all our Miniſtry, 
nnd prompt us touſe a laudable Care and Diligence, that all 
our miniſterial Performances, and Conduct, may have a 
— Alpect upon the Deſign of our Office. 
moved by this affectionate Aim at the Salvation 1 
Men, let Care be taken fully and clearly to exhibit the Evi 
dence, whereby the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion 4 is 
eftabliſhed. In the ing of Chriſtianity, when. it was, 
to be ſpread in a World, which knew nothing of it, or was 
| r prejudiced againſt i it, this made a great. Part of thi 
nifteriat Work. Nor is it needleſs, even now, to inſiſt 
upon the Evidences of Chriſtianity. If at this Diſtance from 
our Savior's Time, we have not exactly ſuch Evidence of. 
the Truth of the Goſpel, as they had, who heard him prez 
ſaw. his Miracles, and were choſen Witneſſes of his Reſurs 
redtion ; yet upon the whole, we have as reaſonable Evi- 
dence of = Truth of his Religion, as they had, — lived 
th his Time; 1 ſuch Evidence, as muſt prevail with, 
Lone, who jquſtl 1 Claim to the due Exerciſe of right 
This Evid ence being iD into, muft be fully 
and plainly repreſented to Peop It will be eafily allowed. 
that this is a Matter, which oes conſiderably / thr, the 
Care of ſuch, as in this or any other Age, are em oed ta, 
preach the Goſpel, in thoſe Parts of the World where it. 
was never. heard of before. And even in fuch a Land g 
this, where the Goſpel has been preached for Age, a 2 
y believed, it may not be thought needleſs ng. 
8 the Evidences of Chriſtianity, with R. delt to, 
8 too 1 do believe it, unleſs it can be made Parent 
general Belief of the Goſpel is as Seer l tu 1 
ess Ache, and due Conſideration of the Evidences g 
e Goſpel... For Paul's Concern was not merely that Peg 
E  thould believe the Goſpel ; but alfo that 7, hook | 
ve it rationally. He was careful that Peo les Faith 
eſt, not upon human Artifice, or. bare... . * 
aria ſhould be founded » . N | 


1. 


ſure that there are no Perfons among us, Who 
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Goſp-!, drawn from the powerful Miracles of the Newa 
LTeſtament, its Correſpondeney with the Prophecies of the 
Old, &c. And agreeably, he ſays to the Corintbians, Ai 
Speech and my Preaching vas got with, enticing Words of My 

Miſdom; lut in Demonſtration. of the Spirit, and of Petber, tha 

your Faith ſpould not ſtaud in the, Wijdom of Men. , but in the + 
Power of God. And ſuch Care ſhould bo taken ſtill by every 


Miniſter,, that People may be furniſhed with the Proof of 


rhe Religion they are perſwaded to receive, and walk by, 
Much more is to be expected from the Faith which, is built 
upon Evidence, than from that, which reſteth upon bare 
Aſſertions, handed from Generation to Generation. , Faith 
that ſtands moſt in the Power of God, Faith that is buile the 
moſt upon Evidence, is the molt pleaſing to God,” moſt 


likely to endure a Trial, and be unwavering, as allo on | 


work by Love, and purity the Heart and Converſation, an ; 
0 to fit Men for the Kingdom of Heaven. But then ſup-= 


5 | <A ; WS, © SE HR „ Es 4 „ | 
LN poling-a general Belief ot the Goſpel, and alſo that it were 


a very good and reaſonable Faith; yet w 
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80 ſhould the ſuperior Dignity: of 'the 'Oratles of God . 
carefully vindicated. We muſt take Heed to the New. 
Teſtament, now joined to the Old? with a ſuperior Arten- 
tion. A Light mining in a "dark" Place does attract the 
Eye, and claim a ſpecial Regard. The Light of divine 
Revelation muſt command our principal Artention, and be 
taken for our beſt Guide. It is Part of the Miniſter's Du y 
to be tender of the Honor of the Scripture, as the ſureſt 
Guide. He ſhould proceed upon the Suppoſition that it is 
ſo, i in all his Studies, and recommend the ſame Regard for 
the Scripture to others, in all their religious Enquiries. 
This will have the moſt happy Tendency to diſcover he” 
Truth os it is in Jeſus, to promote and perpetuate it among 
Men, and conſequently keep dangerous Errors out of the 
Church. And there ſhould be a ſerious Concern leaſt any 
Thing be countenanced, which has either a more immediate: 
or remote Tendency to derogate from the Honor of he 
Scripture, as the beft Directory. Hereby all Opinions ard 
to be carefully examined, and they are to be retained or re- 
jected according to their Conformity, or Non-conformity 
to it However they may agree with other Forms of Do: 
rine. All Departure from the Scripture as the beſt Dire&ory 
in Religion, is an ungrateſul Affront put upon the mot 
wiſe God, who has given us the Light of Revelation, that 
we might not walk in Darkneſs. And it openeth a wid 
Door to the Incurſion of all Manner of Errors. It may nd 
be amiſs to fay moreover, and more particularly, that the _ 
Truth and Purity of the Goſpel in Oppoſition to Poplſh 
Error, muſt be thought worth the Attention of every Pros. 
teſtant Miniſter. And as the Superiority of the Scripture 
for a Guide, was the Foundation whereupon the Proteſtant : 
Reformation was at firſt raiſed, and ſtill continues to ſtand, 
ſo it can never be perfected, and its good Effects contintied, 
upon any other principle. A Miniſter can never ſu | 
maintain the Truth againſt a Roman Catholick, W 
allows any other Guide in Religion to be. equally-authentck- 
and decifive as the Scripture. | Care muſt allo be taken" 


_ 


obtain a full Acquaintance. with - the Contents of the holy 
Seriptures. He that would ſet. the Religion of Jeſus before 
others in a true and profitable Light, muſt have a good Un- 
derſtanding of it himſelf. Nor is he to expect this from 
extraordinary and immediate Revelations. If we. look for 
theſe in this Age ↄf the: World, we look in TA. and un- 
leſs we take ſome other: Method to have the Mind ſtored 


with Chriſtian Knouledge, zwe ſhall be blind Leaders of the 
People. For God . given us ſuch. a Revelation as 


that of the Goſpel, 15 reaſonable. Proof of its being 
genuine, He does not thin Kt. neceflary n nor proper to con- 


dinue in the Cl hurch. piraculous Revelations. If then we 


would obtain a good Knowledge of the Goff el for our Pri- 
vnte: Uſe, and. for the e —— — Uſefulneſs, the 


Bible muſt be attended to with diligent 2nd. continual Study, 
n a. due Nen to thoſs ordinary ; Infliiences of God's 
Spirit, . rngt anteth to join wich the Word of Truth, 
in — es "of: Men's. Underſtandings. Tiers 
ſhould be a pu Search . into the Mind of God in the 
Scriptures, with the Dedicatipn. of à that Time and Atteti- 


tion thereto, - which is, confiſtent with a proper Regat4 tg 
other Duties. As all Scriptyre,js given by Inſpiration of G 
io it is profitable for 1 for Nause for C orrefliofs f 


Inſtruction in ee 5 bal the Man of God, i. &. the 


Miniſter of the Golp 357 of ee ee furniſhe 
unto every good. * k, The. Scriptures furniſh 
out all neceſſary wor war cnt wy Materials to the Miniſter, 
And their. . and Dirpetions are ſo. clear,” that if We 
give them a Jaudable Degree of Attention, with Prayer, We 
hal be in. a good Capacity, for j g . & the Salvation of 
- We muſt. then, ai g to the Obligation Paul 
— vpon Timothy, give. Alendance ſo reading. ne afford 
pious e of Mind to the ſacred. Oracles. And it 
s to he hoped that God will, in this Way, grant u us ſuck an 
Inſight into them, that we ſhall not be in Danger of leading 
People out of the Way to their eternal Perdition. But ten 


= e myſt be ſtudied with impartial Minds, if 111 
: non" 
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Bs ſtudied with'a pure Aim to learn the Trutk eontaine: 
them; without art unreaſonable fond Attachment to Opmions 


another. No Materia 


be ee with Ne to beliehe d e them 


1 9 a. — — — I — —— — —— 
04 Soy 7 . R N 0 
, 4 4 wy - 1 * 4 


* An Ordination SERMON... 


would. hope gefirably to kak dr the Truth as it is in Js 
Such is our preſent Condition; that the Affections are afitts. 
ſway the Underſtanding, to divert it from its proper BN 

erciſe, ſo that we cannot ſo clearly: diſcern · between Tu 
and Error. Miniſters are Men of lite Paſſtons with ofhers) - 
and ſo are hot free from Danger of being miſled by them. 
The Scriptures muſt be followed whitherſoever they lead us; 
| notwithſtanding the Humout of the Aﬀettions/- They muſt 


"ts 


we have been the longeſt uſect to, without an unredionable = 
and blind Averſion to, or Fondneſs for, human Forms f- | 
Doctrine, whether old or new, with as much F reedom and. 
Unconfinednefs of Mind, and 23 good a Comtnand ef the 
Underſtanding, as if we had never heard of puratioh, 0 7 
150 never had been any cb ue about Religion ut a: 
Jeteupor there mould be bx ga bom and Diligence, met 
Profiably and fully to preach and promote the Truth thus | 
ſtigated. 1 ag ſhould be inſtructed about the ſinful 


404 miferable Condition into Which they. are fallen; ſinco 


by one Man Sin Hath entered into the World, and Death 
dy Sin; that they may be awakened nd diſpoſed to conſis 
der their Need of a Saviour, and of all that gracious Pros 


| Viſion, which is made in the Goſpel for their Salvation The 


Method of Salvation by. Jeſus Chriſt, is to be unfolded; and 
then. carneſtly recemmended to the Choice of Sinners. 2 4 
N and attractive Gtories of this pure and excellent Rei 
ion, in all its Articles, is to be made plain before Men 
that they may be diffivaded from ene 1 8 0 0 
Death, and inclized to purſue the rraſting! 


in Chriſt Jeſus, and 155 in hirn Thi 8. 

of the Goſpel, which are atfacrording 

and fuired of God to promote” chriſtian 5 
muſt alk be te 0 ; | 


mant, or fail of due a 


„ ;ͤ;ͤ . a ts” 


94 —_— 


by ſuitable private Information, and Ferſwaſion. 
theſe Methods, we can fiy, that thro 
| 1 tber 


e , . , c . oo, 


rather than 
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The Duties of the chriſtan Life are all in ike Mainet to 
be explained, and earneſtly recommended to People's Pracs 
tice,” by: the excellent Motives of the Goff pel. Inſomuch 
that we may bo in a. Capacity upon the whble — 
Paul in ſaying, Me baug tent back nothing,” which nvas pro- 
fitable to our Proph.. S0 ſhould we declare all the Counſel 
of God. It may be added, there ſfibuld be Vigilance: that, 


if poſtible, all the People commltted to our paſteral Care: 


old and young, may hear, attend to, and uderſtand our 
Doctrine and aſtruction, as alfo our Addrefics deſigned ta 
diſſwade from Sin, or move thein to their Duty. And un 
pon ſhould attempt by exhorting People ta attend dilig 
on publick Sermons, with teachable Frames of Mind, an 


afford an aprecable* Reflection when: in-Canſequence of 
0 all chat Circle, 


een 


Which Providence has _ for- us * 


>. 


The. Ordinances ef k til nk * Lords Suppet; 


: ſhould be adminiſtred;' and miniſterial Authority exerciſed; 
in as near a Conforniith, x as poſſible, to the Directions of tha 
holy Scriptures ; and al _ fubſervient to the Edificati 


of the Body of Chriſt. | Itty 
Bur while Men are alfeftionately aiming at the Glory of 


God in the Salvation of Men, and aro: therefore ehdeavours 


ing to preach and recommend every.profitable Goſpel Truth. 
Hef and urge the Practice of every Goſpel Duty, and to 
pe rm the Influence and Effects of their Miniſtry ex+ 
tenfive this Aim and theſe Endeavours ſnould be watch! 
Fully dumb, leſt they tranſgreſs the: Will and Ditece 
tions of Chriſt, andrake ſuch Meaſures as i capers 
promotes the Ends of the Miniſlivy.: 
- "&'Defire; of extenſiue Uſefueſs is ilb governkd, hen 
Men are led thereby to forſade the People, Mhoſe Soula were 
-commitred-to their Care, and ge forth to preath 
oo Glee wa r ey Naa 2 8 


x4 
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c* Again, The moſt hearty Deſire and Endeavour to glorify | 
God, and do 


or requiring hat he has not required, ſo fat is the Pro- 


motion of Superſtition from being neceſſary to the Fulſil- 


mant of the Miniſtry. Nay, but. to. diſcountenance ſuch 
Superftition, and the Promoters of it, belqugs to the faith- 


ful Miniſter,” Who would keep the Faith of Jeſus dada, 


Apreeably, Paul writes to Timothy after the following 
Manner; [Now the Spirit ſpeuteth expreſt, : that in the latter 
Times. ſome ſaull depart. from the. Faith, giving Heed ta ſeduring 
Spirits, an Dotirines uf. Devils, - ſpeaking - Lies in e 
bavinj-their Conſciences feated cvirh am hoi tron.; forbiddi 
mar, and commanding 10 abſtain from Meats, which God: th 
ereated ro he recetved with Thankſgiving i: them which: believe. 
and tu the Trui ature of :God is good, and 


For every Gr 
10. he refuſed; if <it bec:received with. Thankſgfoings 


nothing. 
oy it is ſan#ified by the Word © G od, and Prayer. If thou pus 


(hr Brethren in Renembrance of theſe Vhings, -thou' Halt be a 
good Miniſter, | &c. This 'Scripturs confines. every Goſpel 
Minifter from indulging any Superftitian,:whiether-it:bg of 


FPopiſn Oi iginal, or doch ariſe from another Quartet, and 
obliges h him | by his Regards to the Character of a good Mis | 


miſter; tõ avoid: and: dilcotintenance'it. -- When we e repreſent 


the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt as daying upon Men thoſe Re- 
ſtraints, Which: it never was deſigned to lay upon them, :and 


preach thoſe Things as chriftian Duties, which Chriſt beer 
deſigned for ſuch, we are very blameworthy. - We then ie 
forth the Goſpel in a falſe and odious Light; diihonopaty | 


and diſtecommend it to the World. This is forbidden | 


and not required at our Hands. t True Chriſtianitey is nat 


an Enemy to the-reaſonable and teniperate Satisfaction of 
Time. It is not a dull, ſour, inliumane.Thing,-noxdoaged: 


with ſuch Precepts as are unreaſonable; and juſtly-pdiovs 1c 
Men. And it is gteat Pity therefore that the N + 


de imjured, and Chriſtianity diſbanared, by its being f 


ſtiti ouſly repreſented. Nevertheleſs in our Zeabagainſt dus 
| e Per — 
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od to::the Souls of Men, will not make f 
Atonement for: our prohibiting what Chriſt has allowed, | 


R 


TCC 


ol infringing one Hair's Breadttr upon: our; holy chritian 
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perſtition, and Endeavors to fun- it, me woühd:- not allo 


Duty, but infiſt upon a punctual Regard to it un; all its mi- 
nuteft Branches 29 44 

- ' Farther yet, Sermons or private Cany 
dwell upon ſuch diſputed Things, as are not of Moment 


** „ nene, 
* - 14 a4 N 4 4 &% ©» 14 n 4 
- 0 


with Reſpect to the real: Good of Men's Souls, and the In- 


tereſt of Religion, which Way ſoever they be determined : 
Much leſs ſhould: they be filled up with bitter and unkiud 
Diſputes about them. Theſe Things upon the whole rather 
diſſerve than forward Men's ſpiritual Intereſts. A degene- 


rate World is apt to omit the main Articles of Religion, 


about 


and to be moſt intent upon the Things which are not ma: 


terial. Vea, and Men often diſcover a Niſpoſition as it 
were to place their Religion in diſputing about ſmall Things, 
in ſuch a Manner as too: plainly. evidences their Defe& in 
that great chriſtian Principle, whereby Chriſt ſays all Men 


hall. Know that we are his Diſciples. : This Humour ſhould 


be renounced and ſuppreſſed. Queſtions fooliſh: and un- 


learned, as concerned about no material Points of chrittian 
Doctrine, and which are known to gender Strifes, muſt be 
avoided: Such Things as miniſter Queſtions, and Quar- 


rels, rather than godly Edifying, which is in Faith, are to 
be treated with Neglect. It is not good · to countenance an 
uncharitable diſputatious Humour, about Things that are 


nor of grear Cohcern : Nor indeed unchatitable: Diſputes 
Things which may be of greater Conſequence:; We 


ſhould rather ſtrive ſo to. inform Men's Judgments, and to 
engage their Hearts about the great Things of Religion, 


that they ſhall be above theſe Diſputes. and Gontrbvetſies 


about trivial Matters; and particularly to pfomote that 
chriſtian Charity, which would not allow y Men to contend 


ſharply about ſmall Things, and which, at the ſame Time, 


oy 


neceſſarily execluding ſome vile Affections, which often keep 


Profeſſing Chriſtians at a Diſtance from one another, and 
trom:the Truth itſelf;: would govern Diſputes and“ Con- 
duck wir Reſpect to Things af. greater Memery,.niere fur ; 
IR Fo PLS ts . RE Eo the 
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of it will do Diſſervice to them, whoſe Inſtruction is aimed 
at, and ſerves rather to bring their Contempt upon the 
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the Honor of Chriſtianity, the Intereſt of Tuch, and: ws 
Edification and Happineſs of Chriſtians, , - 474-7; 1,088; 
The Manner of diſpenſing. the Oracles of God, and 
Seaſonableneſs of any particular Application to People fer 
their Profit, are alſo Things worthy of a Miniſter's Atten« 
tion. Every Word hou | be a Word in Seaſon, and 'fitly 
n. Th he Kind of Inſtruction, or Exhortation People 
and in need of, is. by all Means to be conſidered, and: ſuch 
Portions ſhould be dealt out to them, as are moſt ſuitable | 
for them: One Sort of Addreſs 9s 2 and profitablg | 
when People are in one Condition, and when they are in 
other Circumftances a very different on: ſhall be more 


ſuitable. And then ſome Regard muſt be had to the pars | 


ticular Time of offering to People that, which their Circums 
{ances require. There is a Time when the Truth-will- not _ 
be cordially received: So far from this that the mentioning 


Truth, and ſtrengthen thair Averſion to it. There is a 


Time too when the Truth may be exhibited in ſuch Cirs. 


cumſtarices as bid very fair for its cordial Reception, and 


chis Seaſon muſt be carefully improved. At one Time, 
and in one Connection of Things, Exhortation to Repen · 


tance and Reformation, will have æ very happy Effect and 
Influence: At other Times it will ferve no better . 
than to bring Contempt upon ſuch Exhortation, and wil! 
leave People perhaps more fully intent upon doing Evil. 1 
do not intend that we are to keep back any weighty Truth; 
or uſeful Admonition to People, to the Dange r of theis | 5 
Souls, but ohly that Prudence be uſed as to the articular 
Times of addreſſing them, that ſuch may be embraced 
which look the moſt promiſing. In all theſe Things Wiſs 
dom is profitable to direct. The Manner of Addreſs ſhauld 
be ſuch as will not be likely to give the Minds of Men a 
. uſt at any Truth or Duty, hut ſuch as ſhall berada ed ; 
prevailingly to reconcile People: to the Ways of 4 


ne and Virtue, and moſt effectually ta 2 De 
ertarding, 
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n What a Miniſter delivers to his P People, muſt, 
be delivered in a very clear and plain Manmet: 
ſenſible that his Peop le in W do not pretend to under 
ſtand the Language, Fenich may be fardilint * to Him. Ex- 
cept wwe utter by the Tongue: Werds eaſy ts be. underflood; how. 
Hall it be known what is ſpoken, for doe jhall be" to our People 
Barbarians, and Pall ſpeak into the Air? The End — ſpeak- 
ing is to be underſtood. If therefore we do not en to 
ur People, that they may underſtand us, our ſpeaking the 
oſt excellent Truths will do them no Service. In the Uſe 
then of great Plainneſs of Speech, by ſeaſdnable and well-⸗ 
judged Applications to People, in a becoming Manner, 
| Hould we attempt che Good of cheir Souls. 

If a Man would fulfil the Miniſtry, he muſt join to all 
theſe Things the Exerciſe of Prayers and this not only as 2 
Ehriſtian; but alſo as a Miniſter. Supplications, Prayers, In. 
ter cefians,' and giving of Thanks, are to be be made for all Mn, 
particularly fir Kin n and for all that are in Authority, that we - 

may lead a- quiet * peaceable _— in all Godin and Ho- 
For this Prayer is good and acceptable in the Sight of 
Gd our Savior, who will have all Men to * ſaved, and to come , 
' unto the Knowledge of the Truth. He ſhould pray for the 
aſſiſting Spirit and Grace of God to be granted to himſelf, 
an our Lord and Savior Jeſus Chriſt. We are of our- 
felves by no Means ſufficient for the due Accompliſhment, 
of this great Miniſtry. But as we receive our Miniſtry . 
from Chriſt, ſo from and through! him, we muſt receive 
Grace and Strength to fulfil it: Which is to be received by 
Means of earneſt, humble, and continual Prayer. If we 
Por mote the Deſig ns of the Goſpel in the World, it is to the 
iſe of divine Aung Grace that we do effect it; and 
therefore all our Endeavors to fulfil the Duties of our Office 
muſt be with confinual Dependance on the Spirit of Chriſt, „ 
and Prayer for it. The Aſſiſtance of the Spirit is neceflary | 
for us, and God is willing to grant it to us, according to 
that gracious Encouragement” given by our Savior to his 
ers, Lo 4 an 3 aw . Os Toon fo be Eu of t the 
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if we call upon God for it in Truth; but without a Life 
Prayer it is —— $6.be expected. Thore muſt be Prayer or 
God 7 "oh mw . the idee in leading us into 
the Truth, in ſupporting encouraging us in oup 
Work. And Prayer muſt be made a by with 
and for our People, and. eſpecially that they may obtain Fa- 
vor, ſo well to improve their Goſpel Advantages, N 
their Souls may live... - 
Finally, There ſhould be added ſuch a Converſation. a | 
omes the Goſpel, The een Couvesſation i in 
hriſt is neceſſary, not only 2 his own Account as 2 
Chriſtian, but alÞ for the f promotin deem 
liſhing his Wale Miniſter. Not to ſpea one of. $4 
yence that his religious ue may may Hayes 
gelity in his Office A Miniſter's. 
obſerved by his People, may diſpoſe . 200 * iy atten- 
tiye to his Preaching. ; P recommends to.the n $ of Þ of 15 
tue, remarkably invites them into 
and diſpoſes them to receive even lis Re 6715 
ratio and Subm en. Whereas his bad Lif 
diſhanors the Miniſtry, and cauſes the Be Lie to be 
And while his bad Example may be very eaſily, e 
followed by ſome, his Miniſtry will prove unbeneficial tg 
many. It is with a miſerable Grace that a vicious Miniſter 
reproves Vice among his People, or at any Time appear 
an Advocate for the Precepts of the holy Jeſus; and com- 
monly it will be with as poor Succeſs: For many of his 
People will be ſure enough to ſay to him this Peachy 
. Phyſician, heal thyſelf, and diſregard him. They willſee hin 
more conſiſtent, before they ms that which he offers, tb 
themſelves: And until he pays ſo much Reſpect te his own 
* Preaching, as to renounce his corrupt Converſation, api | 
ves fuch a Life as becomes an Heart that js; ſincere ig 
God's, Commandments, they will flight and diſdain his 15 | 
ſalutary Counſels. Nor is this all, for Vice among © Mins | 
ers tends to Infidelity | * Ferie * rel | 
"_ 
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poſed in fuck a Caſe to argue after this Manner ; There 
fs roching at all in Chriſtianity, nor do Miniſters who 
preach it, really believe it thettſelves ; for it they did, they 
could. not live in the Manner they ge. 
Now we are to hint at the Obligations which a Miniſter 
13 under to fulfil his M iniſtry. Take Heed, ſays the Apoſtle; 
to the Ministry. Here is an Intimation of Danger that Mis 
niſters will pot ſuitably, apply themſelves to their ſacred 


Employmept. They are attended with nijmerous Tempra- 


| tions to be unfaithful in the ſeveral Parts ef it: Some of 


** 


which Teonprarions are peedliar ic them in their Srtions 
and others They. have in common with other Men. 80 


that there is real Danger of their falling in the due Diſcharge = 


af their Buty; Which is 4 Thing of very great Cor 

quence ; for when the Apoſtle ſays, Tate 'Heed to the M 
niſtry, &c. it gives us this further Intimation, that Miniſters 
are under ſtrong. Obligations to fulfil their Miniſtry. 17 


4 


RE9UIRED in Stewards that a Man be found faithful ; and 


in none is Fidelity more requiſite, than in the Stewards of 


the Myſteries of God. It is a Truſt of the greateſt Conſe- 


quence, that the Head of the Church commits to them, as 
the Glory of God in the World, and the Salvation of Men 
is ſo much ſuſpended upon their Condu&&*- And it is juſtly 


expected of God and Man, that they ſhould exert themſelves 


for the uſeful Accomplifhment of their Miniftry—Ir is a fig 
nal Honor which Chriſt does unworthy Men, when he makes 


them his Ambaſſadors on Earth, which is an obliging Con- 


ſideration that ſhould always prompt Miniſters to a grateful 


Fidelity They who by their faithful Miniſtry, with God's _ 


Blefling, turn many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall receive ſupetiot 


Glory and Happineſs in the World to come, and ſhine with 

a diftinguiſhed Luftre.—Unfaithfulneſs in this. Truſt muſt 
bring after it heavier Expreſſions of divine Anger in the 

World to come, than would have been felt if the Truſt | 
abuſed had been of ſmaller Conſequence. Moreover, as we 
receive our Miniſtry from Chriſt, ſo to him we are accoun- 
table for our Conduct therein, and there is a Day appointed 
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wherein. we muſt render an Account; when we, together 
with the Reſt of Mankind, ſhall be judged of him in Righ. 
teouſneſs, And as he is now ready to grant us Aſſiſtances 
equal to all that Duty he requires of us, and all the Trials | 
wherewith the Performance of it may be attended, fo he 
will not excuſe our Unfaithfulneſs becauſe of the Difficulty 
of our Work. Nor are we to flatter ourſelves that he will, 
in that great Day, be at all partial, even to his Miniſters, 
They who have been faithful, ſhall ſurely receive the Rewards 
ſuitable for ſuch faithful Servants. . But they who have 
been unfaithful, ſhall not be ſcreened by the Dignity of their 
Office, from their proper Puniſhment. If we add to all 
theſe Things, the Conſideration of ſolemn Ordination Vows, 
we muſt ſee ourſelves under ſuch Obligations to Faithful- 
neſs in the Service of Chriſt, as demand our moſt ſerious 
and conſtant Attendance, . „ 
But having thus offered what I deſigned to ſpeak from 
the Words He who is now, by divine Favor, to receive the 
Miniſtry, will not, I hope, judge it improper, if I do ear- 
neſtly deſire his Attention to this apoſtolick Admonition, 
concerning which ſomething has now been imperfectliy diſ- 
courſed, The Apoſtle, though he be dead, yet ſpeaketh in 
his Writings ; and you are, Sir, to conſider him as in Effect 
Warning you to take Heed to the Miniſtry, which you are - 
about to receive, that you fulfil it. Conſider the Importance 
of your Calling. Ir is no ſmall and trifling Cauſe that you 
are engaging in; but one which deſerves a Man's beſt Re- 
gards and Attention, Conſider the Honor Chriſt confers 
upon you in making you his Miniſter, and the grateful Di-. 
ligence which you ſhould conſequently uſe in ſtriving to ho- 
nor him, and promote his Cauſe. You will not be forget- | 
ful of the glorious Rewards of them to whom much has 
been committed, and who have behaved hecomingly. Nor 
can you forbear meditating the Miſery, which muſt be 
conſequent upon a Neglect of your Maſter's Buſineſs. Keep 
in Mind as the Engagements of this Day, ſo alſo of the im- 
partial, Judgment Seat of Chriſt, Senſible of the Obliga- 
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tions which are upon you as a Minifter, to be Richful to 
Chriſt, and to 4 Souls of Men, follow careful thoſe Di- 


rections for Fung. your. Duty, - which Hand I 
Doctrine. Plaialy diſcover to yo! People the Reafonable- 1 
neſs of believing the Religion of Chriſt. Giving the Word = 


ley of God the Preference of? all other Directories in Religion, = 
ill, J enquire into it with Diligence and Impartiality; and thence 5 


2 iet kl your Meaſures be taken. Accor 1 Ente, order 3 4 
ur whole Miniſtry.  Agreeably, vod your = 
EN the moſt profitable Truths, in W Hol: able Sea - 13 


5 8 fons, and profitable Manner. You! pit always conſider = 
all the Grace of Chriſt as neceſſary, ſufficit, free for I 
vs, and ſeek his Direction and Aſſiſtance with th 

l Lou will maintain, in the mean Time, for your own Good, 
us and People's Profit, an exemplary Life; and on the whole, 
I | be very eircumſpect to diſcern, and avoid, or diſappoint 
m | thoſe numerous Temptations, whic would prevail with you 
he | to be negligent in the Diſcharge of your Duty. If you obs, 
r- | ſerve all theſe Things, you will make full Proof-of: ur 
n, | Miniſtry; and whatever the Succeſs of your Endeavors | nay 
il. be, you will deliver your Soul, and the Blood of the finally 
in impenitent will not be required at your Hand. You will Eo 
& receive, in a friendly Manner, that which has been offered 
re upon your Requeſt. I cannot indeed pretend that theſe 2 * 
ze Directions are ſo particular, and ample as might be deſired. 
u | Let their Defects be carefully ſupplied from the ſaered Ora- 
- | cles. And if any Thing unſcriptural has been offered, let 


by 1 your undeferved Friendſhip for me incline. you to favor 3 
3 | In fine, ever account it your ; "gry Honor and Hap- 
- Nies to accompliſh your Miniſtry to God's Glory, and 


Pour People's Good. Be thou faithful unto Death, and thou 
*S rective a Crown of Life. 
This beloved Church and People, will alſo accept bt a 
Word, upon this Occaſion. I rejoice with you in the Prof- 4 
pect God is giving you of having a Miniſter ſettled among ET 
vou: And one who, we truſt, will be greatly ſerviceable tod 4 
your Souls, and che Souls of your Chilire. After all the 2, "4 - 2 1 


P 


- N * 8 * y 5 2 % 6454 YR SES 
2 =. on, 1 7 1 2 2 Ex) * as "#4 "3 y 72 Fre: "£1 % * 1 A * _—_— ” 4 7 ” 2 fd 7 1 
— — 4 — 7 . ** ” * * * 
2 7 gem AH ! W — 
x 
&t 


4 


= hav 2 with 2 109 
he e ot NA. 
b ee 25 811 


Take ( dare, 57 1 Wes ans, 
| 2 ſtr 7, T0 hear, ſo that your S 
1 Fung in your Diſpoſitions, whic | 
you of the ſalutary Influences: of ol 
et the Glory of God be advanced; and 
4. alive, in Conſequence of your. Taudable,.. 7x 
tion to, and Improvement of this Grace. Do got 
\ y your Miniſter under a Temptation 80 be 
flack and dilatory in his Work, by any unfriendly and un. 
dutiful Behaviour towards him. "Ref peat and honor hj 
Es the Servant of Chriſt, We hope you will moreover al- 
way "take - aye to communicate to him a ſuitable Portion 
8 Bengde Things of this Li e. Tf we have ſown Knto you 

Spiritueh Things (ſaith Paul) is it a great Thing that we e ſhall | 
reap your carnal Things ? It is often thought a Great Thing 
to maintain the er. But if He diſpenſes ſpiritu. 
Things as he oug ought, and People, as they aught, receive 
lavieg Benefits therefrom, and ſo become prepared for eter - 
nal Life inthe World to come ; it is not a Great Thing for 
chem oaks His Life and Circumſtances comfortable and 
'You.will then always gratefully provide for 
des. comfortable Subſiſtence among you. And 

| what you confer upbn him, you will 2 
Be. find yourſelves obliged. by Gratitude, as well as other Ties, 
to beſtow; while you rejoice in, and are greatly 
8 by his Light, being . made wiſe unto Salvation. And may. 
Taͤ0our Profiting, = His Reoicing, and Encouragement 

bu WE here; and your Salvation, increaſe the Joy of. his, inthe | 


8 4} * * 22 . ng World. N 
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bly exhorted to pay 4 0 rard to the Golpel Miniſtry 
ph there be ow oclly Coin about the Settlement of 
it, when Providence calls for the. ſame : And when it is 
ſettled, for it's : honorable Support. At the ſame Time a 
Tenderneſs of it's Honour in every Light, and 

Care to countenance and promote it's Aim ö 

a 7 apts ie £ 


Fl to appoint it, in wel | 
of the Goſpel, for t| 

bought will be ſufficient 0 
one, who has in any Meaſure a propel 
to entertain a very great Regard fof 
low then the Wiſdom, and comply with the Deſign 
Will of God, in this Appointment.. cal and entertain. 
God's Miniſters, as becomes their er and Office. 
And be ye abundantly. rewarded for all y« 
wards them, while you. do not receive the 
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